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denounced the corruption and ineptitude of Parliaments, and
proposed to summon a National Convention to revise the
constitution ; he talked of leading the army in a war of revenge
to win back Alsace-Lorraine. All the variegated anti-republi-
can parties—Legitimists, Bonapartists, Orleanists, Clericals—
joined forces to support him ; but at the critical moment his
nerve gave way. When the Government arraigned him for
plotting against the security of the State, he fled to Belgium
(1889), and shortly afterwards committed suicide.
Then came the " panama scandal.'* In 1881 de Lesseps,
the engineer of the Suez Canal, launched a grandiose scheme
for cutting a similar waterway through the Isthmus of Panama.
Thousands of thrifty French peasants and shopkeepers invested
their savings in Panama Bonds. Owing to mismanagement,
fraud and climatic difficulties, the project broke down, and all
the money was lost. When the company went into liquidation
it was discovered that many deputies and senators had been
bribed to use their political power to further the scheme (1892).
Here was more material for the adversaries of republican
government.
But all tiiis was halcyon calm compared with the uproar over
UApFAiXE dreyfus. In 1894 an Alsatian Jew, a Captain
Dreyfus, was found guilty of selling military secrets to Germany,
and was sentenced to imprisonment for life on Devil's Island, off
French Guiana. His friends declared that he was the victim of
anti-Semite prejudice among the Catholic officers who held most
of the higher commands, and demanded a retrial. An officer who
inconveniently discovered that the main document in the case
was a forgery was shipped off to Tunis. Public interest in the
matter grew more and more intense, until the whole nation was
divided between fierce Dreyfusards and ferocious anti-Dreyfus-
ards. It developed into a contest a entrance between the free-
thinking republicans who dominated the Government and the
Catholic monarchists who dominated the army. The former
appealed to justice, truth and fair play; the latter maintained
that to question the guilt of Dreyfus was to impugn the honour

